
Some Facts about 
Switzerland



It’s Very Small
Switzerland is approximately 41,277 sq km and its population is 8.67 million. Comparing it 
to U.S. states, California is almost 10 times bigger than Switzerland or nearly the size of 
Vermont and New Hampshire combined. 

https://www.cia.gov/librarY/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/print_sz.html
https://www.worldometers.info/world-population/switzerland-population/
https://www.mylifeelsewhere.com/country-size-comparison/switzerland/california-usa


25% of the Population Is Foreign
As stated by swissinfo.ch, Switzerland has one of the highest proportions of internationals 
among all nations, about 24.6% in 2015. More than 80% of the foreigners living in 
Switzerland are from European countries and almost half of them come just from France, 
Germany, Italy, Portugal.

https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/migration-series-part-1-_who-are-the-25-foreign-population-in-switzerland/42412156


Oeschinen Lake, Bernese Oberland, Switzerland

Switzerland Has 7000 Lakes
Switzerland’s lakes are the best ones to swim in and you have plenty to choose from. With 
an area of 580.03 km2 (224 sq mi), Lake Geneva is the largest lake in Switzerland. It is 
shared with France (40.47% is within French territory) where it’s known as Lac Léman. The 
largest lake completely within Switzerland is Lake Neuchâtel with a surface area of 218.3 
km2 (84 sq mi). For the most part, the freshwater is so clear that you can drink out of 
rivers and lakes. Only if you cannot see the bottom of a lake is it considered dirty.

https://studyinginswitzerland.com/best-lakes-to-swim-in-switzerland/
https://www.lake-geneva-switzerland.com/lake-geneva-lac-leman-genfersee/
https://www.eda.admin.ch/aboutswitzerland/en/home/umwelt/geografie/seen-und-fluesse.html


The Most Innovative Country in the World
In 2018, Switzerland ranked first for the eighth consecutive year as the most innovative 
country in the world in The Global Innovation Index.
In particular, the canton Vaud’s economy has undergone some major transformations. Based 
on a study by the Observatoire BCV de l’économie Vaudoise, from a farming-based economy 
in 1860 to a land of Start-Ups today, Vaud’s economy is now one of Switzerland’s biggest 
and fastest-growing, thanks to its ‘large services sector, diversified manufacturing base, 
and focus on niche markets.”

https://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/articles/2018/article_0005.html
https://www.thinksport.org/media/document/0/2016_06_30_study_vaud_rhymes_with_grow_bcv.pdf


One of the Most Expensive Places to Live In
Both the Worldwide Cost of Living Survey and the Mercer Cost of Living 
survey found Zurich to be the world’s third most expensive city. Zurich is also the most 
populated canton with 402,762 inhabitants. The median home price there is CHF 13,000 
($13,036) per square meter, while the average monthly rental price: CHF 2,324 ($2,330) for 
a three-bedroom apartment. However, the average salary is CHF 103,296 ($103.298), so it’s 
not like they can complain.

https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/worldwide-cost-of-living-2020/#:%7E:text=The%20EIU's%20Worldwide%20Cost%20of,list%20as%20per%20client%20requests.
https://www.mercer.com/newsroom/2020-cost-of-living.html#:%7E:text=According%20to%20Mercer's%202020%20Cost,two%20places%20from%20last%20year.
https://studyinginswitzerland.com/things-to-do-in-zurich-switzerland/
https://studyinginswitzerland.com/cost-of-living-in-switzerland/
https://www.workandmoney.com/s/most-expensive-cities-eba4826989b94413


There Are Four National Languages
Their four national languages are French (20.4%), German (64%), Italian (6.5%), and 
Romansh (just a little over 1%). So you can feel comfortable as a foreign visitor or resident 
since it’s perfectly acceptable to not understand what someone says to you.

https://studyinginswitzerland.com/languages-spoken-in-switzerland/
https://studyinginswitzerland.com/learning-german-in-switzerland/


Place of Watches
You probably know this one too, but here’s the story behind the watches we use and love… 
When Calvinists banned jewelry from use in 1541, goldsmiths and jewelers in Geneva 
brainstormed the invention of watches, since a functional timepiece was acceptable. Since 
then, it has proven to be one of the most successful industries of the country, reaching the 
present status as Switzerland’s fourth-largest exporter.

Swatch, a Swiss watch

https://www.firstclasswatches.co.uk/blog/2015/07/the-history-of-the-swiss-watch-industry-part-one/#:%7E:text=The%20first%20miniaturised%20clocks%20which,by%20Peter%20Henlein%20in%20Nuremberg.&text=Many%20Huguenots%20fled%20the%20persecution,watch%20making%20skills%20to%20Geneva.


They Make & Eat a Lot of Chocolate
It’s no wonder Switzerland is known internationally for its high-quality chocolate, but do 
you know just how much chocolate is made and consumed there? Approximately 
180,000 tons of chocolate is made, and about 11 kilos of chocolate per person are eaten 
per year. there is even a chocolate train!

Lindt, a renowned Swiss chocolate brand

https://www.alpenwild.com/staticpage/history-of-chocolate-in-switzerland/#:%7E:text=Annual%20revenues%20of%20chocolate%20production,and%2061%25%20is%20sold%20abroad.
https://www.gbnews.ch/11-7-kilos-per-person-of-swiss-chocolate-food-for-the-gods/
https://studyinginswitzerland.com/all-you-need-to-know-about-switzerlands-chocolate-train/


Birthplace of the Red Cross
You might not have known but Switzerland’s flag resemblance with The Red Cross is not a 
coincidence. Its flag is simply a color-switching of the Flag of Switzerland, showing proud 
Swiss roots. The Red Cross has 97 million volunteers and was founded in 1863 in Geneva, 
Switzerland where its headquarters still remain today.

Left: Red Cross Flag, Right: The Swiss Flag

https://www.ifrc.org/en/who-we-are/history/#:%7E:text=The%20Red%20Cross%20was%20born,inverse%20of%20the%20Swiss%20flag.
https://studyinginswitzerland.com/things-to-do-in-geneva-switzerland/


Switzerland Has 208 Mountains and the 
Highest Peaks in Europe
Switzerland is home to numerous mountains over 3,000 meters high. A beautiful experience 
for in-shape hikers is the Chamonix-Zermatt Haute Route, a 12-day classic Alpine trek that 
will bring you straight to the well-recognized Matterhorn. Switzerland has more high peaks 
than any other country in Europe with 48 that are above 4000 meters.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_mountains_of_Switzerland_above_3000_m
https://studyinginswitzerland.com/mountains-in-switzerland/
https://studyinginswitzerland.com/hiking-in-switzerland/
https://www.eda.admin.ch/aboutswitzerland/en/home/umwelt/geografie/alpen.html#:%7E:text=The%20Swiss%20Alps%20have%2048,the%20highest%20summit%20in%20Switzerland.


4 Out of 5 of the Most Expensive Cities for 
Coffee Are Swiss
Starbucks was selected as a factor in the Index as it is the most most widely available, 
premium-priced coffee chain the world over, and as such offers an interesting economic 
barometer between countries. The difference in the price of a Grande Latte ranged from 
£1.21 in Brazil to £5.72 in Switzerland, nearly a 400% price increase.

https://assets.ctfassets.net/regt2os92po4/2xGNYSSMgwywCKuw6AK6qk/9bff4417d62839bbe6b3472a4ba06375/Press_Release_Coffee_Price_Index_UK.pdf


Switzerland’s Gotthard Tunnel Is the Longest 
in the World
Switzerland’s Gotthard tunnel is the longest in the world measuring 57km in length (it is 
7km longer than the Channel Tunnel between England and France). It took 17 years to 
complete it.

https://www.myswitzerland.com/en/experiences/gotthard-tunnel-experience/#:%7E:text=Measuring%2057%20km%20in%20length,railway%20tunnel%20in%20the%20world.


It’s Home to Einstein’s Most Famous Formula
Albert Einstein developed his famous formula for Mass–energy equivalence E=MC2 in 
Switzerland. He developed his theory of relativity while studying and living in Bern, after 
renouncing his German citizenship to avoid military duty.

https://www.bern.com/en/detail/albert-einsteins-city#:%7E:text=WhatsApp-,Einstein%20Museum,history%20of%20the%2020th%20century.
https://studyinginswitzerland.com/best-things-to-do-in-bern/


Europe’s Highest Railway Station in 
Switzerland
The highest railway station in Europe is in Switzerland, on top of the Jungfraujoch at 3454 
meters.

https://www.myswissalps.com/jungfraujoch


Home of World’s Longest Staircase
This staircase has 11,674 steps and a height of 1,669 m (5,476 ft) which makes it the 
world’s longest stairs. It is not open to the public, but there is a public run once a year to 
enjoy this sight.

https://www.interlaken.ch/en/experiences/poi/niesen-funicular-railway
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