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Introduction
I’d like to take this 
opportunity to introduce 
random fun facts about 
not one, but four different 
countries that I’ve been 
part of in my lifetime.

Happy International Day!



Japan



Fun Fact #1:
Japan has 3 different types of ‘alphabets’ or writing styles.

Hiragana

Katakana

Kanji



Fun Fact #2:
Traditional Japanese is read left to right, top-down.

Traditional Japanese books 
have the spine of the 
book on the right side. 

They are opened from the 
left  to the right.

The writing is also vertical, 
and it  is read top-down, 

left  to right.
Books such as manga have 

this format.



Fun Fact #3:
You can find vending machines everywhere for absolutely anything.

Drinks! Both hot 
and cold... …and soup. Ice-cream.



Cigarettes Alcohol

And so much more, 
including random 

groceries, instant ramen 
noodles, souvenir gifts, 
fresh fruit and veg, etc.



Zimbabwe



Fun Fact #4:
Victoria Falls, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

One of the largest waterfalls in the 
world, located on the Zambezi River.

The noise of Victoria Falls can be heard 
from a distance of 40km.

Named by the locals as ‘Mosi-O-Tunya’, 
which means “The Smoke that 

Thunders”



Fun Fact #5:
Zimbabwe is home to the famous ‘buffalant’, an elephant that 

thinks she’s a buffalo.

In Imire: Rhino & Wildlife Conservation Lodge, 
there is an elephant that grew up with a buffalo 
herd since she became orphaned in the 1970’s. 

She was named Nzou (the Shona (Zimbabwean 
language) word for ‘elephant’). 

Nzou now leads the herd, and the buffalos accept 
her as one of their own.



Fun Fact #6:
Zimbabwe has Southern Africa’s highest concentration of rock art, 

with the oldest rock paintings dating back 7000 years.



Malaysia



Fun Fact #7:
Malaysia has a very diverse culture.

Malaysia is a multiracial country consisting of the 
Malays, Indians and Chinese.

They celebrate each race’s national holiday or 
celebration, like the Chinese Lunar New Year, 
Ramadan for the Malays and Diwali for the 

Indians.
Western holidays like Christmas and New Year’s is 
also acknowledged, so there are SO many public 

holidays throughout the year.



Fun Fact #8:
Orangutans are native to Malaysia.

These endangered species have a DNA that is 98% similar to humans. 
In Malay, orangutan translates to “Person/ Man of the Forest”.



Thailand



Fun Fact #9:
Every year Thailand has a public water fight for the Songkran Festival

Every year from April 13-15, 
the Thai celebrate their new 

year with the Songkran 
Festival.

Everyone goes out onto the 
streets armed with water 
guns and soak each other.
No one that goes out on 

those 3 days will stay dry, not 
even the police!



Fun Fact #10:
Thailand is such a hot and humid country that even beer is served 

with ice.
**Although they have now adapted to the tourists’ preferences and this happens less when serving foreigners.



Travel, explore and learn new cultures!
There’s so much to see out there 
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